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Ving beings veed a
home o live in.

o

The ground, also called
SOTL, is our nome.

: are very +tiwy
© ovimals  that  live

at the top and in the
soil, They have wmany

,
N

-
Pl

you what we do o
make the soil full of |
ife and our planet b
" beautiful and healthy,




Did you kvow that we are
the <ol caretakers? Aud
thatthe soilis the Home of
Life of mawy living beings?

we eat everything
that is above and inside the
solll Yummylll Our food is a wmix of
leaves, <ticks, plawts, fruits and
other little pleces... We are the
SO PTODINE e

our food is called ORGANIC MATTER.

After we eat, we turw it into very good |
food for plants called HUMUS. Humus =
has lots of Vitamins for plavts to grow ﬁ ;
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Nice to meet youl I'm Hello, T'm a little ARMADILLO

a WORM, WMy work is BALL. T am a friend of plants
very importavt to wmake because, whenw I help to produce

the soil fluffier. Thus, the hamus. So, plants grow more

plants cav grow better beantiful.

becanse roots become
stronger. T dig wmany
paths i the soll with
my mouth!

Hey, we are the COLLEMBOLANS. We
are a gang of little animals that eat a
lit+Hle piece of everything ivside the soil.
Then, we help to turn it strovger.

Hil We are the MITES and we
also help +o travsform orgavic r'
matter wto humus. We leave

the soil with a lot of good food
for the plants and other animals.



Hellol We are the MICROORGANISMS!

We are Very, very, very swmall and you
need the help of a wicroscope o see us.

we, the FUNGL, when we grow a lot,
you can see us without +he microscope,
like mushrooms. We are the heroes of
travsformation

~

We, the ALGAE, live stuck 7/ our homes (the vodules) in the
together on rocks and ow trees, roots of the plants called legumes:
forming a community called lichews. \ beavs, peas, peannts.. We help
| We are messengers that udicate Hhese PWH’Sbﬁ\i}@i\'ﬁﬁé.ﬁ%&m‘foqd.. il
when the air is very polluted. < S0




I'wm the SNATL and this
is my little friewd, the SLUG. We
move very slowly from plant to plant.
We give rides +o funa), bacteria, and onr
other tiny friends, so they can go

everywhere ov the soill

Hi, therel T'm the LAND COCKROACH.
we help to transform the orgavic matter
nto delicious food for plants. We also make

Hello! We are the gang of ANTS. We work
- andlive toaether in the anthill. We transport o

little soil grains from the bottom to the top
of the soil, forming little hills. we help the
soll +o become stronger.




As vou conld see, the job of our gavg is very important
becanse we wmake the soil softer, full of holes and
with very small paths.

This job lets the plant roots
breathe and grow better,

looking for food and water.
I+ also helps raivwater to

9 % enter the soil. :

So, side the soll, the water arrives where
the rivers startl All the avimals become
very happy with all that fresh water
that the soil produces i the springs.




With the job and collaboration of all v our
aang), the soil gets strong and healthy!

Avnd, since THE SOIL IS THE HOME OF
PLANTS, they can grow wuch strowger to
produce the all the food we eat!

Have you ever seew, planted or harvested a corn,
tomarto, sugarcave, potato, rice, or yam plant

Have you ever wondered abont the work in
the soil for you to have delicions food every
day? So, whevever you eat, you also grow up
and get stronger!



But, for our gang live i peace and take care of
the soll, it veeds to be protected.

Let’s see how!

There are very, very, important
people who work hard to take
care of the soil, o plant and +o
harvest food: THE FARMERS!

Ttis veryimportant that farmers
help take care of THE HOME OF
LTFE, that we call SOTL.




So, whevever farmers plant something
in the soll, it’s not recommended to:

o Set fire to the top of the soil, becanse
fires kill all our gangs and plants, and
leave everything lifeless.

o Turn and wmake holes v +he soil,
becanse i+ wmesses with our house
and our work.

e Leave the soll without plants, trees,
or without our dear orgavic wmatter

(dry leaves and sticks, remember?)




When +this happewns,
the sum gets very hot
and dries up our house.
We get thirsty, awd
our food runs out.

So, without protection,
we can suffer a lot!

And when the rain
comes, i+ hits our

house hard!

The force of the water that
flows through the soil makes

mawy holes and carries all of
our work away, leaving the
soil weak and sick,



Whew farmers +ake care of + the soil, our gang is protected.
THE HOWME OF LIFE is thankful and planet Earth is happy!

So our gang, hnmavs, and all other living beings will have
food, water, clean air and wmuch wore +to live healthier!ll

So, let’s all take care of the
Home of Life — the Soilll



Let’s paintl!




Hello little fellows! We have a surprise for vou. Did
you know that vou can make paint for coloring using
different types of soil? Have you seen that the soils
cav be yellow, pumpkin colored, red, brown, gray, black,
white, pink and wmore? Cool, hul?

Let’s learn how to wmake soil paint?

Preparing the soil:

1) Pick up the soll

2) Put to dry v the sun

2) After dry, break the clods
4) Sieve and store

Preparing the paivt:

The paint is made by mixing two duantities
of sieved soll, a guantity of white glue and
a little water until it dissolves well. After
painting, wait +o dry.




This booklet is a simple way to approach, with this
very special public, the importance of the beivgs
that are part of the biodiversity of the HOUSE

OF THE LIFE (the Soil) for our largest home, the
planet Earth. Also, a way +o celebrate with the

children the World Soil Day (Pecewmber 5).

“KEEP SOIL ALIVE,
PROTECT SOIL BIODIVERSITY”




